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1.  BACKGROUND AND INTRODUCTION 
 
From the time the decision was made to produce a Neighbourhood Plan for Ascot, Sunninghill 
and Sunningdale and the application was made for Front Runner status, great focus was placed 
on engaging with the local community, local businesses and other stakeholders for their views 
and input. 
 
The launch event in September 2011 was the starting point with comments solicited from local 
residents on what they liked about living and/or working here and the areas and issues that 
concerned them. This input then formed the basis for much of the research and work 
undertaken by the Steering Group and the Topic Groups during 2012. 
 
Two further major consultations followed as well as two additional widescale consultations 
specifically around a vision for the rejuvenation of Ascot Centre. 
 
Our website (ascotandthesunnings.com) has, throughout the entire period, kept everyone 
informed and up to date with the progress of the Plan. 
 
We have also throughout the entire process engaged regularly and seriously with both parish 
councils and with RBWM. 
 
This Statement of Consultations sets out all the consultations undertaken, how they were 
publicised and the resulting feedback. The many Appendices present the detailed results, 
examples of all the publicity material and any other relating supporting documentation. 
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2.  COMMUNITY CONSULTATIONS 
 
2.1  Launch Event Consultation 
 
Description 
 
A launch event for the Ascot, Sunninghill and Sunningdale Neighbourhood Plan was held at 
Ascot Racecourse on 28th September 2011. This was attended by approximately 180 local 
residents, local press, Borough and Parish Councillors and by Adam Afriyie, our local MP. 
Members of the Steering Group were present and were available to answer questions. 
 
A presentation was made to all attending explaining what Neighbourhood Plans are all about 
and the process involved in producing one. Display boards were used to stimulate interest and 
discussion; these included maps and information around the topics of Community, Economy, 
Environment and Transport. Interested attendees were invited to join the NP team as volunteers 
on the Topic Groups. 
 
Following the event, the display boards were put onto our website, accompanied by an on-line 
survey, which people were invited to complete. Attendees’ comments made at the event were 
also captured and are included in Appendix 2.1/A2. 
 
A special effort was made to engage with the older pupils at Charters School, our local 
secondary school, by supplying them hard copies of the survey and inviting them to complete 
them. 
 
Copies of the display boards used is included in the Launch Event Consultation Report which 
forms Appendix 2.1/A1. Also in this Report is a copy of the Survey booklet with the Questions. 
Copies of the presentations made at the launch event are attached as Appendices 2.1/B1 and 
2.1/B2. 
 
Publicity & Materials 
 
A flyer, included in Appendix 2.1/C, was produced inviting people to the event. This was handed 
out in the village centres by members of the Neighbourhood Planning team and sent out to local 
businesses and organisations. 
 
Considerable press coverage was achieved in Ascot News, The Villager and Ascot Matters 
encouraging people to attend the event and there was more press coverage after the event (see 
Section 3.2 on PR activity). 
 
Timings 
 
The launch event was held on 28th September 2011 and all material was made available on the 
website. 
 
Closing date for survey responses was 31st October 2011. 
 
Results 
 
A total of 172 completed Surveys were returned, including 39 from Charters School. A detailed 
report on all the results is included as Appendix 2.1/A1. 
 
A summary of the findings was published on our website for all to view. 
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2.2  Vision Consultation 
 
Description 
 
The feedback from the Launch event and consultation was analysed and informed the work 
undertaken subsequently by the four Topic Groups of Housing & Environment, Economy, The 
Community, Transport & Infrastructure. This work included research and data gathering, 
interviews with various stakeholders, residents, organisations and businesses, and site and 
area visits and assessments. 
 
A decision was made to invite Design Council CABE to help us shape a Vision for our area. 
They attended a number of sessions with the Steering Group and all members of the NP team. 
They shared with us examples of Vision statements for other areas and facilitated a workshop 
to help us formulate our own (see Appendix 2.2/A). 
 
The final form of the Vision consultation was a document of 10pp which included a 2pp 
Questionnaire. A copy of this is included in the Appendix to the Vision Consultation Final Report 
which forms Appendix 2.2/B2 of this paper. 
 
Publicity & materials 
 
10,000 copies of the Vision paper were printed. A distribution company was appointed to 
distribute copies to all households and businesses in our NP area and a total of 7,764 copies 
were distributed. 
 
The remaining c. 2,200 copies were used to hand out in parish offices, libraries and through 
churches and other organisations.  
 
An A4 flyer was produced and was displayed in parish and community noticeboards and in a 
number of retailers’ windows. 
 
A press pack was issued and press coverage was secured in Ascot Matters and The Villager. 
 
The consultation was promoted on our website, which was also a primary vehicle for inviting 
responses to the Questionnaire. 
 
An email was sent out to 111 people who had registered their interest in the A, S & S NP and 
had given us their email address. A second email was sent out to inform them that the results to 
the consultation were available to access on the website; this email went to 286 people, which 
included all those who had provided their email address when responding. 
 
Documents summarising some of the marketing undertaken are included in Appendix 2.2/C. 
Copies of press coverage and the email texts are included in Sections 3.2 on PR activity and 
3.3 Emails.  
 
Timings 
 
Distribution through letterboxes took place over a few days commencing on 10 April 2012. 
 
Closing date for survey responses was promoted as being the 15th May 2012 but this was 
subsequently extended by a few days to 20th May to allow last minute contributions to be taken 
into account. 
 
Results 
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A total of 550 completed questionnaires were received, representing a response rate of 7%, 
which was considered phenomenal, being twice as high as the highest response previously to 
other planning consultations. Over 50% of respondents also included comments in the 3 free 
text sections. 
 
Approximately 2/3rds of respondents completed the questionnaire online, on our website; the 
others completed it in hard copy and handed it in at one of the parish offices. 
 
A detailed report on all the results is included as Appendix 2.2/B1. 
 
The encouraging fact was that the Vision statement and the suggested priorities set out 
received overwhelming support from the local community. Answers to all the specific Topic 
Sections also provided very clear guidance on the issues that local people saw as being the 
important priorities for the Neighbourhood Plan to address. This feedback was also reinforced 
by the number, quality and length of the responses to the three free text questions. 
 
A summary of the findings was published on our website for all to view and the Steering Group 
did presentations of the results to officers at RBWM and parish councillors.  
 
 
2.3  Ascot Rejuvenation Consultations 
 
2.3.1 INTRODUCTION 
 
Feedback from the Launch and Vision consultations brought out the fact that Ascot was seen as 
a centre that had potential for improvement. This was such a potentially important issue that it 
was decided that it warranted a specific Ascot-focused consultation programme with both the 
local community and local businesses. 
 
A dedicated NP project team was set up to coordinate and manage this. 
 
2.3.2 ASCOT HIGH STREET SURVEY 
 
Description 
 
Volunteers among the NP team conducted interviews on Ascot High Street with passers-by, 
including residents, visitors and shoppers. The results were captured on a Survey form and 
analysed. 
 
The Survey was also placed on our website and publicised by email, and people were invited to 
complete it online. 
 
Publicity & materials 
 
A copy of the survey questionnaire is included in Appendix 2.3/A. 
 
Copies of press coverage and the email sent are included in Sections 3.2 on PR activity and 3.3 
Email campaigns. 
 
Timings 
 
The survey took place in July 2012. 
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Results 
 
A total of 470 people completed the survey. A copy of the results is included in Appendix 2.3/C. 
 
2.3.3 THE PRINCE’S FOUNDATION “ENQUIRY BY DESIGN” 
 
Description 
 
Following the Ascot High Street Survey, The Prince’s Foundation were asked to undertake an 
“Enquiry by Design” for Ascot. This involved facilitating community workshops and working with 
the NP Steering Group to develop a vision, strategies and plans for the future of Ascot Centre. 
 
Engaged in this process were local residents, key stakeholders from the community and local 
businesses, RBWM and Ascot Racecourse. 
 
A first public event took place at Ascot Racecourse with over 200 people attending. Following a 
presentation by The Prince’s Foundation, ideas were invited from the floor. During a break, 
attendees were also encouraged to stick Post-it Notes of their ideas and suggestions onto 
display panels situated around the room. 
 
Two day-long workshops with invited members of the NP team, the local community and other 
stakeholders took place, where various options were explored for how Ascot could be 
developed and rejuvenated. There was also a specific workshop organised through local 
schools with older school children, in order to canvass the views of youth. 
 
The Prince’s Foundation took all the inputs from these sessions and, in collaboration with the 
NP Steering Group, developed a potential Vision for Ascot centre. This was then shared with 
the community at a second public meeting, also held at Ascot Racecourse. Between 250 and 
300 people attended. Attendees were also asked to complete a Questionnaire regarding their 
support or otherwise for the various aspects of TPF’s proposed vision. 230 people completed 
this. 
 
Everyone who attended one of these public events was invited to give us their email address if 
they wished to be included in future email communications about the development of the Ascot 
project and our Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
Publicity & materials 
 
Leaflets were used to publicise the public events – copies are included in Appendix 2.3/B. 
Banners were placed at strategic sites at the main entry points to Ascot. The press were briefed 
and an email sent out to 482 people on our email list. Copies of press coverage and the email 
sent are included in Sections 3.2 on PR activity and 3.3 Email campaigns. 
 
Timings 
 
The first public event took place on 8th October 2012, followed by stakeholder workshops over 
the following 2 days. 
 
The second public event took place on 29th October 2012. 
 
Results 
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The outputs from the public meetings and the workshops, and the responses from the 
Questionnaire were all compiled as Appendices to The Prince’s Foundation Ascot Report; this 
“pack” is included here as Appendix 2.3/C. 
 
We also received a number of emails from attendees, thanking us for the initiative. 
 
Other documents to cross-reference: 
 

-‐ Evidence Base - Ascot Centre, for The Prince’s Foundation Ascot Report which was the 
final output from the “Enquiry by Design” programme, and other material 

-‐ Ascot Question included in Options Consultation 
-‐ Ascot Question included in RBWM 2013 Local Plans Consultation 

 
 
2.4  Options Consultation 
 
Description 
 
The detailed results from the Vision Consultation, including all the responses to the free text 
questions were used as the basis for further research by the Topic Groups, leading also to a 
decision to create a number of cross-discipline Groups to consider major strategic sites. 
 
A decision was made that the Options Consultation would include issues or sites where a 
number of options were for consideration and also include any policies which were deemed to 
be potentially contentious. 
 
Topic and mixed-Topic Groups were asked to draw up shortlists for inclusion, which were 
evaluated by the Steering Group with input also from all NP members and the parish councils. 
 
Because of the scope and complexity of the content of the consultation, it was decided to use a 
presentation format with a linked Questionnaire, which people could complete online on our 
website or in a paper format.  
 
Publicity & materials 
 
Display panels were produced and were exhibited in Sunningdale parish offices and Ascot 
Durning Library; they were also used for the consultation events organised – see below. 
 
A3 flipchart presentations were placed in both parish offices and all libraries plus additional 
copies of A4 flipchart presenters. 
 
Printed copies of the Questionnaires were available both in libraries and parish offices. 
 
Consultation events were organised in Sunningdale Parish office and, in a concerted effort to 
engage with a younger audience, in Charters School, local Youth Clubs and Ascot United FC.  
 
Copies of the display panels, presentations and printed questionnaire are included as Appendix 
2.4/A. 
 
The consultation was placed on our website together with an online Questionnaire. 
 
A4 leaflets were produced, with laminated copies going onto parish and community 
noticeboards and paper copies being placed in local retailers. These heavily promoted our 
website, encouraging people to go online to participate in the consultation. And a door drop was 
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done of the leaflet to all retailers and businesses on the High Streets of Ascot, Sunninghill and 
Sunningdale. 
 
Our mailing list having now grown to 570 names, all were sent an email informing them of the 
consultation and inviting them to go onto our website to participate. We also used Facebook and 
Twitter to promote the consultation. 
 
Documents summarising some of the marketing undertaken are included in Appendix 2.4/B. 
Copies of press coverage and the email texts are included in Sections 3.2 on PR activity and 
3.3 Email campaigns. 
 
Timings 
 
The consultation commenced on Monday 3rd December 2012 and ran for 6 weeks. Closing date 
was 15th January 2013. 
 
Results 
 
A detailed report on all the results is included as Appendix 2.4/C. 
 
A summary of the findings was published on our website for all to view. 
 
Other documents to cross-reference: 
 

-‐ RBWM 2013 Local Plans Consultation 
 
 



Ascot, Sunninghill & Sunningdale Neighbourhood Plan STATEMENT OF CONSULTATION 

	   11	  

3.  MEDIA, PR AND GENERAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 
3.1  Website 
 
From the very early days of the Ascot, Sunninghill & Ascot Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
being formed, it was decided that a website was a pivotal element of a communications 
strategy. 
 
www.ascotandthesunnings.com was set up in April/May 2011. Traffic built steadily over the 
following few months to reach averages of 1,000+ unique visitors per month. Traffic stats are 
appended as Appendix 3.1/A. 
 
Regular updates have kept people informed on the development of the NP and local residents 
were encouraged to volunteer to join the NP team. 
 
The website was especially used as a means of encouraging as many people as possible to 
participate in the community consultations and it worked very well in this respect.  
 
Briefings for some of the website updates have been included here as Appendix 3.1/B. 
 
The websites of both parish councils have also regularly featured the latest developments on 
the NP, especially the community consultations. 
 
3.2  Media and PR Activity 
 
We are fortunate in having an active local media scene with Ascot (& Bracknell) News and The 
Villager. Ascot Matters is an important website which promotes information and community 
events in and around Ascot and the surrounding area. All have been interested and supportive 
about our local NP.  
 
We have also made maximum possible use of the Parish magazines and RBWM’s Around the 
Borough – a publication that goes to all households in the area 3-4 times a year and is widely 
read. 
 
Copies of media coverage achieved are included as Appendix 3.2/A. 
 
3.3  Email campaign 
 
As part of all our public events and consultations, we invited people to give us their email 
address if they wished to be kept in touch with how our NP was developing and also to hear 
about future consultations. 
 
Over time, our email list has grown to 600 strong. 
 
We have also widely publicised our Yahoo email address so that people could email us directly 
about questions and issues they wished to raise. These have all been considered and informed 
the content of our NP. 
 
Copies of the emails sent out are included as Appendix 3.3/A. 
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4.  ENGAGING WITH PARISH COUNCILS, RBWM & DCLG 
 
4.1  Engaging with the Parish Councils 
 
The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group was set up through its constitution to work in 
partnership with the two parish councils – Sunninghill & Ascot and Sunningdale – to manage the 
production of the Neighbourhood Plan and take it to adoption by the Borough Council. 
 
Two parish councillors from Sunninghill & Ascot PC and the Chair and Clerk of Sunningdale PC 
have been members of the Steering Group from its inception and have included as a key part of 
their role to ensure that all their councillors have been kept informed of the progress of the Plan 
and the feedback received through all the consultations. 
 
The following is a summary of the more significant initiatives undertaken to ensure that the 
parish councils were fully engaged with the Neighourhood Plan: 

• Councillors invited to pre-launch consultation 
• Councillors included in Vision workshops 
• Draft Vision statement circulated for input and comment 
• Results of the Vision consultation presented to PC meetings 
• Councillors included in The Prince’s Foundation Ascot Centre consultations and 

workshops 
• Draft proposals for the Options consultation presented to PC meetings and input invited, 

discussed and integrated 
• Final draft options consultation circulated 
• Results of the Options consultation presented to PC meetings 
• Invitation to joint meeting with all NP members to hear the first outline of the draft NP 
• Full draft NP circulated to all councillors  

 
In June 2013, Sunninghill & Ascot Parish Council, as the Qualifying Body, and with the support 
of Sunningdale Parish Council, published the proposed NP for its pre-submission consultation 
with the public, local businesses, other stakeholders and the statutory bodies. 
 
Other documents to cross-reference: 
 

-‐ NP Steering Group Constitution 
 
 
4.2  Engaging with RBWM 
 
A planning officer from RBWM has been a member of the Steering Group from its inception and 
has provided support for the development of th NP. 
 
The relationship with RBWM has been especially important in that there isn’t an up to date Local 
Plan in place, making it imperative that we worked closely with the Borough to ensure that the 
thinking and principles in our NP are in conformity both with the extant policies of the old LP and 
with their thinking in relation to the development of the new NP. 
 
The relationship has also been complicated by the timing of two of the Borough’s LP 
consultations overlapping by necessity with two of ours, thereby potentially creating some 
confusion among the local community. 
The following is a summary of the more significant initiatives undertaken to ensure that RBWM 
was fully engaged with our Neighourhood Plan: 

• Constant contact by phone, email and meetings with planning officers at RBWM 
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• Results of the Vision consultation presented to RBWM Development Control team 
• Results of the Vision consultation also presented to members of the Rural Development 

Control Panel 
• RBWM planning officers included in The Prince’s Foundation Ascot Centre workshops 
• Results of the Options consultation presented to RBWM Development Control team 
• Early versions of the draft NP given to RBWM for comments and guidance 
• Letter received from RBWM that draft NP is in their view “ready for pre-submission 

consultation” 
 
Appendix 4.2/A includes a number of related, relevant documents. Other documents, including 
many that have informed our Plan making are included elsewhere in our Evidence Base. 
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5.  PRE-SUBMISSION CONSULTATIONS 
 
5.1  Public Consultation 
 
Description 
 
This is the consultation required under the Localism Act before the final Draft Neighbourhood 
Plan can be submitted to the Local Authority. 
 
The draft Proposed Neighbourhood Plan for Ascot, Sunninghill & Sunningdale was formally 
published by Sunninghill & Ascot Parish Council, as the Qualifying Body, with the support of 
Sunningdale Parish Council. 
 
It was published on our website and printed copies made available in both parish offices and all 
libraries, including North Ascot library which is just outside our area. 
 
Publicity & materials 
 
Posters were placed on all parish noticeboards and on a number of retailers’ community 
noticeboards in the village centres. 
 
A concerted effort was made to get media coverage with all the local papers at the start of the 
consultation period. 
 
An email was circulated to 600 people on our email list. A number of local groups, notably SPAE 
(Society for the Protection of Ascot and its Environs) and Ascot Residents also emailed all their 
members. 
 
We invited the Planning Minister, Nick Boles, to visit us, and invited members of the press as 
well as Councillors and the NP volunteers to meet him, resulting in a significant second wave of 
media coverage. 
 
“Around the Borough” was distributed to all households in the area during the second half of 
July which included a prominent piece on the consultation. 
 
Copies of press coverage and the email texts are included in Sections 3.2 on PR activity and 
3.3 Emails. 
 
In addition to the general communications, members of the Topic Groups also contacted direct 
all those with whom they had held discussions and/or who had contributed views to inform them 
that the Proposed Plan was now available to read and comment on. This included many of the 
businesses in the area, schools and other stakeholders. 
 
Timings 
 
The consultation commenced on Tuesday 25th June and the closing date was 7th August 2013. 
 
Responses received 
 
We received responses by email submission and in writing to the parish offices. All responses 
received to this consultation have been put on our website and are also to be found in Appendix 
5/A. 
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A summary of all these responses received has been captured in a single document which also 
gives the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group’s comments in reply, including whether or not the 
responses were taken into account in the final Draft Plan. This document is included as 
Appendix 5/B. 
 
 
5.2  Statutory Bodies Consultation 
 
This ran in parallel with the public consultation, with the same timings. All Statutory Bodies (list 
is provided as Appendix 5.2/A) were emailed, inviting them to respond to our proposed Plan. A 
reminder was emailed to non-respondents around 10 days before the closing date. 
 
All responses were captured and analysed alongside the responses received from the public – 
See Appendices 5/A and 5/B. 
 
 
5.3  Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)  
 
We commissioned URS to conduct this SEA for us. The draft SEA went out to consultation in 
parallel with the pre-submission consultation. It was publicised on our website and Statutory 
Bodies were informed on the same communication as for the pre-submission consultation. 
 
We only received one response to the SEA consultation, which was from English Heritage. 
Their comments were taken into account in the final SEA Report. The final SEA report also took 
account of amendments made to the Draft Neighbourhood Plan in acknowledgment of 
responses received from the public or other statutory bodies in the pre-submission consultation. 
 
The final SEA Report makes five Recommendations. All these were considered by the 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group and it was decided that the issues raised were all 
sufficiently covered in the Draft Plan and hence no further amends are proposed. 
 
Note that a copy of the final SEA Report is included in our Neighbourhood Plan submission as 
Appendix 3 of our Basic Conditions Statement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


