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Ascot and the Sunnings Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Meeting 

 
10 MARCH 2011 

 
PRESENT: Charles Appleby, Christine Bateson – Ward Councillor,  Michael Crowe, Peter 
Deason – Sunninghill and Ascot Parish Council, Paul Diluce-Brown – Sunningdale Parish 
Council,  Christine Gadd – Sunningdale Parish Council, Barbara Hilton – Sunninghill and 
Ascot Parish Council, Christine Lester – Sunninghill and Ascot Parish Council, Anne Martin, 
Margaret Morgan, Duncan Rayner, Gordon Williams, Sheila Williams, Lynda Yong – Ward 
Councillor. 

 
RBWM OFFICERS: Peter Hitchen, Sarah Ball, and Philip Hylton. 
   
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Roger Bailey, Marc Ames, Tim Slaney. 
 
Item 1 – Update on the Neighbourhood Plan Vanguard Grant Bid 
Sarah detailed the application that had been made jointly by Sunningdale, and Sunninghill, 
Ascot Parish Councils and RBWM for a grant of up to £20,000.   There are 6 or 12 
opportunities for the grant and it is understood that there are 37 submitted bids for this 
funding from across England.  DCLG decision is expected by the end of the month and 
RBWM will notify the group when we hear.  It was clarified that the Neighbourhood Plan for 
the area will go ahead regardless of the outcome of the grant bid, but that it would be useful 
to obtain.  Peter Hitchen highlighted that government estimates of cost of the planning vary 
wildly and are anything from £17,000 to £200,000.  Some copies of the bid were available at 
the meeting but the application would be circulated with the minutes.  
 
A statement and information on the bid process is available at: 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/planningsystem/neighbourhoodplannin
gvanguards/  
 
Item 2 - Recap on the Neighbourhood Planning process 
Sarah highlighted that the process is to be bottom up, like the approach used in Big Society.  
She explained that the borough had been broken up into manageable and logical areas with 
common issues.  For this area Sunninghill and Ascot, and Sunningdale Parishes would be 
the area for the plan production.  The map showing the other areas can be found in the 
vanguard bid document. 
 
For the Ascot and the Sunnings area an initial Planning workshop was held in Nov 2010. At 
that time the emphasis by the government was on empowering local communities.  Since 
the workshop ministerial statements still espouse empowerment as being key to localism, 
but are being clear that local planning is not about NIMBYism and must to be pro-growth.  
RBWM also has to progress Borough wide plan in a similar way, which will provide 
overarching policies, information and targets for housing and employment for the 
Neighbourhood Plans.  These targets will be developed through producing a range of 
scenarios for growth and discussions with the steering group and local community.   
 
Sarah highlighted that the Neighbourhood Plan will be examined by someone who will be 
appointed by the Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) and it will 
then be subject to a local referendum open to local residents who are eligible to vote, 
requiring support of 50% or more of those voting.  
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Phil distributed a list of possible policy headings for our Neighbourhood Plan.  This can be 
used for a basis for thinking about what content should go into our Neighbourhood Plan.  He 
said that there is no template that we know of for a Neighbourhood Plan as the process is 
new.  Phil emphasised that the plan is very much for the direction by the local community 
and Parish Councils – through the Steering Group and it is not appropriate for RBWM to 
lead this plan. 
Suggestions were made that the plan would need to cover housing – e.g. could allow flats in 
some areas, houses in others / zoning policies, as one idea. 
 
Christine Lester raised a question about what the role of an inspector will be in the new 
system.  It was stated by officers that there will be a presumption in favour of development 
applications that are “sustainable” and so it is important to plan positively and deliver the 
necessary growth, so that control over the right development is retained locally.  It is also an 
opportunity to look at assets and opportunities for the area. 
 
Duncan Rayner offered support for the proposed process, and highlighted suggestions of a 
Parish Plan discussed in the past. 
 
Lynda Yong highlighted that Charters School are holding an open evening on 19 May at 
19:30 to show local businesses their facilities (date to be confirmed).  The Steering Group 
were encouraged to attend and bring people to the open evening. 

Discussion ensued about the relationship between the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
and local Big Society groups, and others. It was highlighted by officers that work with these 
other groups is important for them to be successful.  Christine Bateson and Michael Crowe 
offered explanation of what Big Society is. 
 
It was highlighted that it will be important that local groups need to be consulted, such as 
the youth, business, etc.  Also discussed was the need to discuss what is happening with 
each of the Parish Councils, partly to decide the way forward and partly to discuss what the 
main issues are.  
 
Barbara Hilton highlighted that Sunninghill and Ascot Parish Council has a Parish Plan 
already, which comes to an end in 2012.  This provided a vision and an action plan and has 
managed to deliver improvements for the parish, e.g. parking in Sunninghill.   

Charles Appleby suggested that the aim of the neighbourhood planning process needed to 
be captured in writing a) as part of documenting the remit of the Steering Group and b) as 
part of explaining to the local Community what this planning purpose is all about. 
Suggestion that the council needs to clarify.  
 
Item 3 – Role of steering group 
Phil reiterated that the Neighbourhood Plan belongs to the local community, and the 
steering group as representatives of the community.  He also stated that the council can 
offer resources, knowledge and more to the steering group. The point was emphasised that 
the steering group would need to clarify what role they want, and what assistance will be 
required from the Draft Constitution. Phil asked for comments from all on the draft Written 
Constitution of the Steering Group and to feel free to amend it to make it their own.   
 
It was highlighted that others could join the group and comments were made that it is 
important for a diverse range of views to sit on the group.  Suggestions were made for sub 
groups to deal with specific issues.  This is to be taken away to consider by the group and 
parish councils before the next meeting.  
 



 iii

Item 4 – Roles in the steering group 
Discussion ensued about the range of roles that is needed in the group to make sure it can 
be successful.   
Duncan Rayner highlighted the importance of transparency in the production of this group 
and showing what we are doing.  Communications role was highlighted as important and 
suggestions were made that there would need to be a number of communications officers.    
Suggestions made of including agendas and minutes on parish websites and Twitter and 
Facebook were highlighted as useful tools.   
Discussions on how the plan process will work – suggestions that officers do a framework 
 
Item 5 – Next steps 
Charles suggested that before going out to all with a survey, the priority is to identify 
problems and develop a vision and options first – then to develop a questionnaire and go 
out to all for written consultation. 
Anne Martin stated that the big issue is Green Belt. Phil acknowledged this but suggested 
that although Green Belt is an issue it is a designation and we should look at what purposes 
the Green Belt actually achieves such as providing a gap, or for countryside access as a 
subject for discussion.  Christine Bateson stated that she feels we need separation between 
each place, stated that 83% of the Borough is Green Belt, meaning that the assumption 
would be that development would have to go in Green Belt.  Officers responded that other 
options are available, including making urban areas denser.  These will be choices to be 
made in the Neighbourhood Plan. 
Offers from RBWM staff to help design survey questions and to produce the survey. Phil is 
main contact in dealing with this.  
 
People felt the next step is to get in place the membership of the steering group. 
Charles Appleby said that because of the complexity of the planning task, it may save a lot 
of time to ask the RBWM officers to prepare a first draft of the following:  
 

o summary of the local problems to be addressed (includes analysis of 
appeals) 

o some ideas and options about what could be done about this 
o list of organisations to consult with 
o draft statement to the community about what the Neighbourhood Plan is 

about 

Sarah asked for: 
 

o comments on the constitution – to Phil 
o ideas about people involved and roles within the group – Christine Bateson 

suggested that no ward councillors be involved and max 2 parish councillors. 

Next meeting: Thursday  7 April 18:00.  Barbara Hilton to arrange room 
 
AOB 
 



 iv

ACTION POINTS FROM MEETING 
 
Borough Council Task Steering Group 

Circulate guidance note on what a 
Neighbourhood Plan is – attached and 
comments from all welcomed to improve 1 

Find suitable location for next meeting on 
7th April (Barbara Hilton) –next meeting to 
be held at the Community Hall at Ascot 
Racecourse, parking available in car park 
3, entrance through main reception 

Provide list of issues in the area from 
Borough Council’s point of view – 
information sheet from workshop 
attached, will look into what else can be 
obtained 

2 

Consider and agree what roles are 
needed in your steering group, who 
should fill them to be representative of 
the community, and secure their 
involvement and attendance at next 
meeting.  Also may consider sub groups. 

Circulate vanguard bid to group – 
attached 3 Provide comments to Phil at the council 

on your constitution  

Create a template structure for Steering 
Group and process 

4 
 

Take the list of subjects / issues (as 
discussed at the meeting and attached 
electronically) to Parish Councils to agree 
what may be appropriate for your 
Neighbourhood Plan, or consider ways of 
having the public choose what the 
priorities are for the area.   

Make clear list or chart of local groups of 
significance and clarify relationships to 
avoid confusion 5 

Consider a strategy for going forward  - 
what type of consultation should be used, 
what you should be asking, how this will 
lead into  

Circulate guide for producing a statement 
of key choices or a vision – attached 6  

 


